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THE RED CROSS 

IN CHARGE OF 

JANE A. DELANO, R.N. 

Chairman of the National Committee on Red Cross Nursing Service 

EUROPEAN SERVICE 

Since our report of last month we have additional evidence of the 
need of our units in the various countries where they are now located. 

Servian units No. 2 and No. 3, which sailed from New York in 
November are now at work in the southern part of Servia and the first 
letter from that point has just been received. They have been as- 
signed temporarily to a tobacco factory wholly unfitted for the care of 
the sick, but Miss* Krueger reports that the entire day is spent in the 
dressing of wounds and in the care of medical cases which unfortu- 
nately are beginning to develop. There is still need of surgical dressings 
although tons have been shipped from America. 

The six months' period of service for which enrolled nurses agreed 
to serve having expired, those who wish to return will be relieved and, 
where necessary, others will be sent to replace them. In making the 
selection of these nurses it has been possible in nearly every instance 
to send some one speaking the language of the country to which she 
is assigned. 

On February 20, nine nurses sailed on the 8. S. Rochambeau for 
France to be assigned to service at a military hospital at Yvetot, with 
Dr. Ralph Fitch, a well known surgeon of Rochester, New York, who 
has been at this hospital for some time. In selecting the nurses for 
this unit every effort has been made to secure those speaking French, 
regardless of the locality from which they came, and with few excep- 
tions they have a working knowledge of French and many have lived 
abroad at one time or other. 

ITEMS 

The Kanawha County Nurses' Association made a number of warm 
sacques and bed socks to be sent to the units now abroad and these 
were forwarded at once to a unit for distribution. 

The Buffalo Alumnae Association of Nurses made up packages to 
go to the unit to which Buffalo enrolled nurses were attached. Letters 
from the members of this unit, stationed at Paignton, England, speak 
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of the good times they had opening the packets of garments and other 
useful articles which reached them in time for Christmas. The gen- 
erous allowance of candy was especially liked and was distributed 
among the sisters of the two units at this hospital. 

In addition to the assistance of our personnel assigned to duty in 
the warring countries, the Red Cross has sent large quantities of sup- 
plies to each country, including gauze, cotton and bandages, drugs, 
serums, etc., as well as great quantities of hospital garments. 

Our services were recently requested by the Chief of the Bureau 
of Insular Affairs in the interest of a Filipino girl, a graduate of the 
Manila General Hospital, who had recently come to this country in 
the hope of securing additional training in order to be of service to her 
own people. Through Dr. Stella M. Taylor and the board of directors 
of the New England Hospital for Women and Children, she has just 
been admitted to that school for a post-graduate course. 

The Queen of Greece has recently placed a Greek girl at a Phila- 
delphia Hospital for training to fit her to organize nursing schools in 
Greece on her return. The Queen has asked the chairman of the 
National Committee on Red Cross Nursing Service to arrange for any 
additional training, after her course at the Philadelphia hospital is 
completed, that is necessary to fit her for this work. 

Dora E. Thompson, Superintendent of the Army Nurse Corps, has 
been appointed a member of the National Committee on Red Cross 
Nursing Service to fill the vacancy made by the death of Isabel Mclsaac. 

TOWN AND COUNTRY NURSING SERVICE 
By Fannie F. Clement, R.N. 

Just how far the European war is responsible for the financial de- 
pression in our own country would be difficult to determine, yet it 
certainly is blamed for a great deal. Considering the frequency with 
which we hear of philanthropic and commercial agencies accrediting 
their present status to the war conditions, it is not surprising that in- 
quiry is often made as to how the visiting nursing service of the Red 
Cross is being affected. Some persons seem to be under the impres- 
sion that since one hundred and fifty nurses have gone to Europe, 
there will be a dearth of visiting nurses for rural service. On the other 
hand, there are those who think that because money is so scarce, new 
nursing organizations will not be started and many of those already 
established cannot be continued. 

Quite contrary to these misapprehensions, there has never been a 
time, since the organization of the Town and Country Nursing Service 
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in 1912, when so great an interest in rural nursing on the part of the 
nurses has been expressed as in the past few months, or when there have 
been so many calls for the Red Cross visiting nurse by communities. 
Since the beginning of the war, a constantly increasing number of rural 
organizations are being planned and in no instance has the work of an 
affiliated organization had to be given up because of financial reasons. 
In a section of the south where the economic conditions affected by 
the cotton situation has led to serious curtailment of expenditures in 
many directions, the Nursing Committee, which utilizes both public 
and private funds, at a recent meeting voted unanimously that the 
visiting nurse service, in spite of the depression, must and would be 
continued another year. 

The visiting nurse in a city association is one of a number that 
represent a system of public health work. If expenses are curtailed, 
even by dropping one or two nurses, the work would still go on. On 
the other hand, the rural nurse is the only worker, as a general rule, 
and if she goes, the entire work disappears with her and small com- 
munities are loathe to dispense with it altogether when once its value 
has been well demonstrated. 

Many nurses have expressed a desire to take the four months' 
course offered by Teachers College in conjunction with Henry Street 
Settlement and the New York City Department of Health. Those 
who were unable to enter the course which began last February should 
start early in making their preparations for the summer course which 
begins in July and which may be supplemented by field work in vari- 
ous branches of public health nursing in the city. The increasing re- 
alization on the part of nurses that a special preparation in public 
health nursing is necessary before entering this field is evidenced by 
the growing number of nurses who are planning to obtain this prepara- 
tion in the large visiting nurse centers of the country where the best 
opportunities for it are afforded. 

Southern nurses now have the promise of a training center in rural 
nursing in Tennessee. An endowment fund of $100,000 is to be raised 
by the Country Life Committee of the Woman's Department of the 
National Civic Federation as a memorial to Mrs. Woodrow Wilson. 
This will be used to endow a chair in rural nursing at Peabody Col- 
lege for Teachers at Nashville, Tenn. This college has recently been 
re-organized and through its School for Country Life will undoubtedly 
become an important center for the education of leaders in country 
life activities among whom the college has already recognized the rural 
nurse. 

A traveling library has been started by the Town and Country 
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Nursing Service which includes books and pamphlets upon economic 
and social questions and such current topics as concern the work of 
visiting nurses. Red Cross visiting nurses are at liberty to use this 
library, meeting the expense of parcel postage in returning the books 
to Washington. Books on School Nursing and others pertaining to 
the child appear to be much in demand. Several special contributions 
have been made toward the library fund by generous friends and the 
library will receive additions continuously, thus increasing its value as 
a source of both pleasure and profit to visiting nurses in the smaller 
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SCENE FROM THE MOVING PICTURE OF THE TOWN AND COUNTRY NURSING 

SERVICE 



towns and rural districts, who do not have easy access to large city 
libraries. 

A moving picture showing the activities of a Red Cross visiting 
nurse was taken last summer. The nurse employed by an affiliated 
organization in Laurel, Maryland, was the leading lady and acted her 
part most commendably. The picture will be shown with the Red 
Cross exhibit at the San Francisco Exposition, which opened last month, 
and will be available later for nurses' meetings as well as for general 
use in stimulating towns and rural districts to establish this form of 
community service. Thus nurses who do not attend the Exposition 
may have opportunity to see the film elsewhere. 



